Adarramendi (Urnieta)
Guipuzcoa is very mountainous and its countryside is spotted with caserios (farms) and the farmers are, by necessity, professional mountaineers. However climbing the mountains just for the pleasure of it was not common in Hernani. It was the Adarragas who popularized its practice. 

To plan, the excursion, to climb the Adarra (in the municipality of Urnieta, next town to Hernani) on a Sunday, to have a good sweat, cook lunch with the little petrol pressure “Primus” in Iturrigoxo, have a little nap and return before dark, was a great day for the Adarragas. In my father’s words it was a great family outing.

Agustin (Austin in Euskera and in Australia) dedicated the following paragraph (translated from Spanish) of his autobiography to his aitona (grandfather) and the Adarra,
“To climb the Adarra is a family tradition, initiated by aitona, a pioneer of this and other sports in Hernani. Luis, a family man, would climb it with his sons and daughters because he knew it was a very healthy effort and it was an excellent to bond the family*. When an Adarraga from Australia, Seville, La Coruña, Madrid, Zurich, Heidelberg, Paris to mention some, go to Hernani, the climbing of Adarramendi is a must. He cannot miss the opportunity to follow the tradition.

One 4th generation Adarraga, a couple of months old baby, went all the way up comfortably nursed in the knapsack of his mother Pilar who made the trip from Paris, for the spreading of the ashes ceremony of her father, Juan Bautista, in the Mairubaratza -Cromlech of Elurzulo, Adarra. 

After this, climbing Monte Adarra is more than a tradition. It is also devotion.
* When I decided to migrate I said to my father that I was going to Australia on my own and when I had saved some money I would call Maria Rosa. My father said that what you build together is what stands. If you love your fiancé take her with you! I did follow his advice and here we are.
